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INTRODUCTION 
In December, 2018, the NWCOC has released a 
detailed history of Citroën dealerships, repair 
shops, and personalities in Seattle.  Then in 
April, 2019, the same was done for British 
Columbia. Now we are doing the same thing for  
the State of Oregon. The latest version of this 
a r t i c l e i s p o s t e d o n t h e w e b s i t e 
SeattleCitroen.net

Citroën 
History in the 
Portland Area

A Publication Of; theCitroën Car Club (CCC) and the Northwest Citroën Owner’s Club  (NWCOC)

By Chris Dubuque (Seattle, WA)

ISSN 1542-8303

THE EARLY 
YEARS 

NORTHWEST LIGHT CAR 

Much to our amazement, we found that a company 
named Northwest Light Car was selling new pre-war 
Citroëns in Portland, Oregon!  We found advertising 
literature for Northwest Light Car for as early as 
September, 1939 (see ad right).   

Oregonian Newspaper 1939



P C N   SPECIAL EDITION           JUNE 2019 

PAGE  2

The Early Years (cont.)

By 1940, a local newspaper article indicated that Northwest 
Light Car had become a distributor for new Citroën Traction 
Avants (see article right).  We suspect that this was not a 
factory sponsored activity, so these cars were imported 
independently.  

We believe that Northwest Light Car sold a decent number 
of Tractions, since Portland-area newspapers from the 
1940’s and 1950’s contain advertisements for a reasonably 
large number of Traction Avants, some as early as 1939 
models (see two examples below).  Note that in Seattle, 
three hours north of Portland, there was only a single 
Traction Avant for sale in the Seattle Times classified 
advertisements between 1935 and 1955, and the ad noted 
that this car was independently imported by the owner from 
France.  In Portland, there were dozens of Tractions in this 
era. It is reasonable to believe that most of these cars came 
from Northwest Light Car. 

The last paragraph in the newspaper article (right) hints that 
these cars might have been English-built (from the 
Slough factory). Several of the newspaper classified ads we 
found specify that the cars had leather interiors, something 
typically only delivered on English cars.  A few ads  even 
went as far as stating that the car had English origins (see 
ad below, right).
 
Citroën USA guru Richard Bonfond has found that the 
Slough factory produced 317 left-hand-drive Tractions 
between 1949 and 1954, and that some ended up in North 

Oregonian Newspaper 1940
Oregonian Newspaper 1950

Oregonian Newspaper 1952
Oregonian Newspaper 1955
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1941 PORTLAND STOCK CAR 
RACING EVENT USING A PRE-WAR 

TRACTION AVANT

Oregonian Newspaper 1941

The Early Years (cont.)

America.  Based on all of these clues, evidence is mounting that the Tractions Northwest Light Car 
imported were English-built.   

There are also several newspaper articles about Citroën Traction Avants being used in various pre-war 
racing competitions in, and around, Portland. (See article below.)  

The first address we could find for Northwest Light Car was 722 SW 18th Avenue in Portland. By the 
1950’s, they had moved a few blocks away to 1503 SW Morrisson.  Neither building exists today. By 
1953 Northwest Light Car disappeared.   

J. Kendall Hockensmith, owner of Northwest Light Car, was prominent in the business community in 
Portland in the 1940's. His name shows up in dozens of newspaper articles of the era, most of which 
were covering the introduction of some new car line that he was selling.  Many of the car marques he 
handled were British, but he did handle cars from other parts of the world, such as American Crosleys 
and French Simcas.   
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THE 1950’s 
The introduction of the DS in 1955 is when 
things started to really take off in North America 
for Citroën.  Surprisingly, Portland got a 
very early start with the DS!   

EUROPEAN MOTOR SALES 

The very first Citroën DS dealership in Oregon 
was in 1956 when European Motor Sales of 
Portland indicated that they would soon become 
a dealership for the newly introduced DS19, in 
addition to Panhard and Renault cars.  Much to 
my amazement, European Motor Sales actually 
had a very early DS19 demonstrator car on their 
premises on September 28, 1956.  The local 
press covered the event in the next day's 
newspaper (see article next page).   

The year 1956 is very early insomuch as DS 
production is concerned.  According to most 
sources, a small number of DS’s, about 63, 
were manufactured as model year 1955. In 
1956, that figure increased to 5826 cars, and in 
1957 the production numbers increased again 
to 22667 cars. It was 1957 when DS’s started to 
be imported into the U.S. in any measurable 
quantity.  But somehow, as we shall see, 
more than one of these 5826 cars from 1956 
found their way to Oregon!  

Just a few years after the  demonstrator car 
shown in the article on the following page 
arr ived in Port land, there is evidence 
of  additional 1956 DS's  in Portland.   In  1960, 
and then again in 1961, two different  1956 
DS19's showed up for sale in local Portland 
newspaper classified ads (one listed as black, 
one white).   Does this  mean that there were 
three 1956 DS19's in Portland?  This is amazing 
given the global rarity of 1956 DS's. 

Oregonian Newspaper 1961

Oregonian Newspaper 1960

EARLY 1960’S ADVERTISEMENTS IN 
PORTLAND NEWSPAPERS FOR 1956 DS19’s
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The 1950’s (cont.)

Oregonian Newspaper 1956

1956 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE INTRODUCING THE 1956 DS19 TO PORTLAND



  P C N   SPECIAL EDITION         JUNE 2019

PAGE !6

European Motor Sales was also there when the ID19 model was introduced in 1958.

Oregonian Newspaper 1958

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE INTRODUCING THE NEW 1958 ID19 TO PORTLAND

The 1950’s (cont.)
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European Motor Sales was located at 1104 W. Burnside in Portland.  While this specific address no longer 
exists, it appears to be the same building in downtown Portland where the Pantagonia outdoor clothing store 
is currently housed.  

Very little is known about European Motor Sales but advertisements started in late 1956 and disappeared 
abruptly in 1959 suggesting that it only three years.  

Oregonian Newspaper 1958 Google Street View 2018

EUROPEAN MOTOR SALES 
BUILDING AS SEEN IN 2018

MAY 1958 ID19 ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
EUROPEAN MOTOR SALES

The 1950’s (cont.)
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The 1950’s (cont.)

CONTINENTAL MOTOR CARS 

At about the same time that 1956 DS's started being sold at European Motor Sales in Portland, an 
established dealer in Salem, Oregon picked up the Citroën line.  

The business, owned by a 
man named Richard N. 
Don, started out in early 1956 
as a Renault dealership using 
the name, "Renault Sales 
and Service," located at 3040 
Liberty Road in Salem. There 
may have been a brief period 
in 1956 that they called 
themselves "Vista Garage." 
But by September of 1956, 
they had changed their name 
to Continental Motor Cars.  
And in October, 1956, they 
added Citroën and Panhard.  

Much to our astonishment, it 
looks like yet another 1956 
D S d e m o n s t r a t o r c a r 
appeared in Oregon, this time 
in Salem (see article, right)! 

By the middle of 1958, they 
h a d m o v e d t o 9 0 0 S . 
Commercial in Salem and 
there appears to be another 
move to 990 S. Commercial 
late 1958. Also in 1958, their 
company name changed 
slightly from Continental 
Motor Cars to Continental 
Imports Ltd.  Salem Capitol Journal,  October 1956 
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Sales must have not been going too well, because in December of 
1959, Cont inenta l Impor ts L td . was taken over by a 
Portland Company called, "World Wide Imports."  When the takeover 
occurred, the Citroën and Panhard lines were dropped. World Wide 
Imports went on try to sell Peugeot, Renault, and Vespa scooters.  

But things did not go well for World Wide Imports either. They closed-
up at the end of 1960 (see going out of business ad, right).  

It looks like none of the original buildings still exist and we 
were unable to find any period photos.  

The 1950’s (cont.)

Salem Capitol Journal, October 1956

JUNE 1958 NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISEMENT

FITZPATRICK FOREIGN CAR CENTER 

The third authorized Citroën dealership in the state of Oregon was 
in a suburb of Portland called Milwaukee.  The dealership was 
called Fitzpatrick Foreign Car Center.  In their advertisements 
from 1958, their address is simply listed as “…the stop lite in 
Milwaukee…” suggesting that there was only one stoplight back 
then?  As is so familiar with the Citroën dealership stories from this 
era, Fitzpatrick Foreign Car Center seemed to have only lasted as 
a Citroën dealer for a very short time, perhaps less than a year.   
  
We also wonder about their commitment to the Citroën marque 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e i r n e w s p a p e r a d s s p e l l e d 
‘Citroën’ incorrectly and identified the car model "ID19" 
incorrectly…

Oregonian Newspaper 1958
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The 1950’s (cont.)

ECONOMY CAR IMPORTS 
  
The next authorized Citroën dealership in Oregon was Economy Car Imports.  Economy Car imports 
started advertising in April of 1959 and operated from the address 1022 W. Burnside.  
  
Economy Car Imports was operated by the same people who started a business in the Seattle area 
(Renton) using the very same company name.  A man named Jerry Fleming was listed as the owner 
of the Portland dealership.  The same Jerry Fleming and partner Richard Wald were listed as the 
business owners of the Renton operation.  
  
A Portland newspaper article from late 1958 indicates that Economy Car Imports was named as an 
authorized Citroën dealer for both the Portland and the Renton operations. But it looks like the 
Portland operation started earlier since we can find advertisements as early as 1959.  The Renton 
operation was incorporated as a business in Washington in August of 1961

NOVEMBER 1958 ANNOUNCEMENT Oregonian Newspaper 1958
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The 1950’s (cont.)

ECONOMY CAR IMPORTS 
BROCHURE

Oregonian Newspaper 1961

Oregonian Newspaper 1959
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The 1950’s (cont.)

It seems that Economy Car Imports had no better luck in the Seattle-area than they did in 
Portland.  The Portland operation seems to have shut down in about 1961.  The Renton operation 
closed-up shop in 1962.  Despite trying to sell other marques as well as used cars, both locations of 
Economy Car Imports ultimately failed.  

The building that Economy Car Imports operated from (1022 W. Burnside) is still there and is currently 
a Danner Leather store. (See photo below.) 

Google Street View 2018

ECONOMY CAR 
IMPORTS BUILDING 

AT 1022 WEST 
BURNSIDE AS SEEN 

IN 2018

EUROPEAN IMPORT SALES 
  
The 1959 Eugene Register-Guard newspaper has a handful 
of ads from a company called European Import Sales in 
Springfield, Oregon that handled Citroën for a brief time.  We 
have been unsuccessful finding much about this company, 

European Import Sales operated from 264-266 N. 5th street 
in Springfield.

Eugene Register-Guard, August 1959

Eugene Register-Guard, June 1959 
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The 1950’s (cont.)

VINTON AND LARSEN 

There is some scant evidence that a dealership in McMinnville, Oregon called Vinton and Larsen sold 
Citroëns briefly in the late 1950's. Citroën USA expert Richard Bonfond had them listed on some official 
paperwork from Citroën for the year 1959.   
  
We worked with the library in McMinnville to understand more about Vinton and Larsen.  We found that 
in the 1930's, a man named Herm Larsen went to work for Gale Vinton at Vinton's Shell gas station on 
the corner of Third and Baker streets. They soon teamed-up and formed Vinton and Larsen, initially 
handling Buick, then adding Pontiac and GMC trucks.  

By the late 1950's they had expanded their line further to include Opel, Hillman, Truimph, and 
Studebaker.  No mention of Citroën in anything we could find.  But it seems relatively common that in 
the late 1950's and early 1960's, many established dealerships in the USA took on many different 
marques, sometimes with little or no fanfare or advertising.  
  
Vinton and Larsen operated from two other locations after the initial Shell gas station. The first was 211 
N. Evans Street and the second move was to 830 N.E. Highway 99W in 1958. The business is still at 
this final location, albeit in a brand new building.  The business was sold in late 2018 and will loose the 
historic company name.  

Images of America - McMinnville 
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THE 1960’s 
The 1960's were really the heyday for Citroëns in the USA and perhaps in France too. Read on to see 
what was happening in Oregon in the 1960's. 

FRENCH MOTOR CAR SALES & SERVICE 

For a very brief period in 1960, a business called French Motor Car Sales & Service in Eugene, 
Oregon sold the usual French marques; Peugeot, Renault, and Citroën.  We found advertisements in 
the local paper starting in early 1960 and ending in late 1960, so it appears to have been yet 
another short-lived business.  French Motor Car Sales & Service did manage to last long enough to 
be included in Citroën's 1960 dealer directory. 

Eugene Register-Guard, May 1960

1960 ADVERTISEMENT 
FROM EUGENE 
NEWSPAPER

www.citrowagon.fr
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The 1960’s (cont.)

SAD LOOKING FRENCH MOTORS BUILDING IN 2018
Google Street View 2018

Eugene Register-Guard, July, 1952

1501 W. 7th IN 1952 SOON AFTER 
BEING BUILT

Eugene Register-Guard, May, 1960
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The 1960’s (cont.)

ROGER SAGNER’S MOTOR MART 
  
With the demise of Economy Car Imports, the next Citroën dealership in Portland was 
Roger Sagner’s Motor Mart.  Roger Sagner had staying power since the business lasted 20 years.   
  
Roger Max Sagner was the son of Max Paul Sagner, a pioneer in the automobile scene in Portland. 
The father, Max Sagner, started in the auto business in 1921 as a used car salesman.  In 1929 he 
opened his own dealership selling Marmon cars.  In 1935 he started selling Chrysler cars under the 
business name, “Sagner Motor Company.”  Later on, he took on other marques, such as Nash and 
Rambler.  Clearly the father’s interest in cars was passed onto his son Roger since by the time 
Roger was in his mid-30’s, he had opened up his own car repair shop and within a few years, he was 
an authorized Citroën dealer.  

From about 1957 on, Roger Sagner had prolific advertising in the local newspapers for car repair and 
for used cars.  Real change occurred in 1961 when Sagner became a Citroën dealer (see newspaper 
announcement below).   

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE FROM SEPTEMBER 17, 1961 ANNOUNCING 
ROGER SAGNER TO BE A CITROEN DEALER

Oregonian Newspaper 1961

Oregonian Newspaper 1962

APRIL, 1962 ADVERTISEMENT BY SAGNER 
FOR DS WAGON AMBULANCE MODELS
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The 1960’s (cont.)

1963 NEWSPAPER AD FOR SAGNER'S MOTOR MART 

Oregonian Newspaper 1963
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The 1960’s (cont.)

Oregonian Newspaper 1965
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The 1960’s (cont.)

Roger Sagner was acquainted with Paul Jolley, 
the owner of the Seattle Citroën dealership of the 
time, and it appears that they collaborated on 
various issues.  
  
One sign of Sagner's and Jolley's collaboration 
can be found in issue number 77 of the California 
C i t r o ë n C a r C l u b ( C C C ) n e w s l e t t e r 
f rom May, 1963. In th is issue, Roger 
Sagner offered a congratulatory statement to 
Paul Jolley and Chuck McConnell for starting up 
their new Seattle dealership.  An excerpt from 
Sagner ’s let ter is repeated as fo l lows 
(questionable grammar and all): 
  
“Add my congratulations to Paul Jolley and 
Chuck McConnell. I am sure glad that things up 
north was taken on by enthusiasts instead of just 

automobile people. I will never forget the look on 
Paul’s face when I suggested that he set up a 
Citroën palace in Seattle. I wasn’t kidding and by 
golly, as it turned out, neither was Paul, who 
said, “Nothing could please me more.”.” 

Another sign of this collaboration might be seen 
i n a d v e r t i s i n g .  L o o k a t t h e s e t w o 
1965 advertisements; one for Sagner's Motor 
Mart in Portland and one for Jolley's Automobiles 
Internationales in Seattle. Exact same wording 
except fo r a typo in the Automobi les 
Internationales version!

"USED...NO MELLOWED" 
ADVERTISEMENTS FROM 1965 

AUTOMOBILES 
INTERNATIONALES (LEFT) AND 

SAGNER'S MOTOR MART 
(RIGHT) 

Oregonian Newspaper 1965Seattle Times 1965



  P C N   SPECIAL EDITION         JUNE 2019

PAGE !20

The 1960’s (cont.)

Roger dealt with several marques 
including Citroën, Peugeot, Saab, and 
Morgan, although it is our understanding 
that very few Morgans were actually sold 
or maintained there.  
  
One person who had several stints 
working as a parts manager at Roger 
Sagner’s Motor Mart was Bill Lonseth. 
There will be more about Bill later.  
Another employee of Sanger's was C.J. 
Felt.  Read the Seattle article for more 
information on C.J. Felt.

Oregonian Newspaper 1966 

Oregonian Newspaper 1968 

Oregonian Newspaper 1965 
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The 1960’s (cont.)

By the late 1970’s, Sagner’s operation was starting to ramp down.  He stopped advertising in the 
local newspapers by 1978.  By the mid-1980’s the business was pretty much stagnant and Roger 
was in semi-retirement.   
  
In 1989, Peter DeBoldt, an NWCOC member from the Seattle, went down to Portland and bought 
Sagner’s remaining stock of Citroën parts.  Pete recalls: 

“…There was no active work being done on the site anymore, or any cars being sold. There were 
probably 20 cars parked on the lot, many in pretty poor shape. Henry Reed (also from Seattle) got 
the 1972 D Special that was pretty decent, and there were a few other cars that could have been 
brought back to life.  Most of the cars as I recall were LHS2 models.  The ’72 that Henry came home 
with, and a few others, were under cover. Most were out in the open.  We ended up getting quite a 
few parts, many of which were in an outbuilding with no heat, so many of the metal parts were 
rusting.  I got a few Citroën tools, not much though, as I they had already been picked through…” 
  
Pete goes on to describe Sagner: 
  
“…I did get a chance to meet him when Henry (Reed) and I purchased the remains of his 
inventory.  He seemed to be a decent fellow, not much interested in what he had left. I felt him to be 
easy to work with…”

Over the years, Roger Sagner operated 
out of seven different locations and all but 
the last one were on the east side of 
the Willamette river, just east of downtown 
Portland: 
  
132 NE Grand Avenue (1957 - 1959) 

This address still exists and is still an 
automotive facility (see photo right).  

Google Street View 2018 

132 NE GRAND AVENUE IN 2018
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The 1960’s (cont.)

206 NE Grand Avenue (1960 - 1962) 

There is no longer a building at this address and 
instead it is now a parking lot for an automotive 
business called Powell Motors.  
  
726 SE 6th Avenue (1961-1965) 

In 1961 Sagner moved again to this charming 
building, which  is currently a tavern/restaurant called 
Trifecta (see photo right).  

Google Street View 2018 

1010 NE Grand Ave (1964 to the mid-1970’s) 

In April of 1964, Sagner opened a lot at 1010 NE Grand Avenue for new and used cars.  A 1973 photo 
exists of this lot.  Today, the lot is gone and currently is a vacant lot.  The Denny’s restaurant is still 
there however.  See "then and now" photos below.   It is not clear when Sagner shut down this 
location.

VIntagePortland.WorldPress.com Google Street View 2018 

1010 NE GRAND AVENUE IN 1973 AND 2018 
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The 1960’s (cont.)

1300 SE Grand (1966-1969) 

Of all of Sagner’s buildings, this 
is the silliest.  We have no idea 
the story behind the giant 
plywood guy in the front.   

The building is still there today 
but is barely recognizable 
without Sagner ’s eccentr ic 
signage.

Google Street View 2018 

Oregonian Newspaper 1965 

1300 SE GRAND 
AVENUE IN 1965 

(ABOVE) AND 2018 
(RIGHT) 
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233 NE Grand Avenue (approx 1969-1977) 

The building at this address still exists and is now a tire shop called Gateway Tireworld. The Vintage 
Portland website recently uncovered the following 1969 photo of Sagner’s car lot at this address. No 
Citroëns can be seen, but there are other interesting cars, including a Triumph Vitesse, a Triumph 
TR3, a Mercedes sedan, a MGB-GT, a few Saabs, etc. 

Portland Archives, 1969 Photo  

The 1960’s (cont.)
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The 1960’s (cont.)

3232 NE Columbia Blvd (approx 1978 to about 1989) 

The move to this last address was after the 
business had more-or-less closed down and 
Roger Sagner needed a place to store all his 
remaining parts and cars.  This location was 
a bit north of all of the other locations which 
were closer to downtown Portland.  It has 
been described basically as Roger ’s 
junkyard full of Saab, Citroën, and Peugeot 
cars and parts.  Sagner kept this location for 
about 10 years but eventually sold off all of 
the parts and cars.  It still looks like a 
junkyard in 2019. 

Google Street View 2019 

Google Maps 2019 

MAP OF SAGNER'S 
EASTSIDE LOCATIONS 

Roger Sagner died on July 20, 2007 at age 83.
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The 1960’s (cont.)

S.L. MOTORS INC. 
  
S.L. Motors was a multi-marque dealership in Springfield, Oregon (Springfield is about 2 hours 
south of Portland) and handled the Citroën marque for a while.  
  
A name that you will hear several times in this article is Bill Lonseth.  Bill was interested in cars as a 
kid and managed to land his first automotive job at S.L Motors in the parts department.  Bill 
remembers that just before he went to work at S.L. Motors in the late 1960’s, there had been a big 
snowstorm in Springfield that caused the roof of the dealership to collapse.  We looked through 
newspaper archives, and sure enough, snow started falling in the Springfield area in December, 
1968 and by January, 1969, something like 4 feet of snow had piled up, causing havoc and damage 
throughout the area.  Below is an amazing photo of S.L. Motors in the aftermath of the snowstorm.  If 
you look closely, you can see a crushed Renault R16. 

registryguard.com 
S.L. MOTORS AFTER THE WINTER 68/69 SNOW STORM 
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The 1960’s (cont.)

S.L. Motors was owned by a Mr. 
Euvon Sanders of Eugene.  Local 
news reported that Sander's son 
Jeff, was in the building on a 
Tuesday in late January, 1969 when 
the roof collapsed and had to run for 
safety.  Five vehicles were crushed.  

B i l l i n d i c a t e s t h a t i n t h e 
mid-1960's, S.L. Motors handled 
Studebaker, Mercedes, Peugeot, 
Renault, and Citroën. We were only 
able to f ind a single Citroën 
advertisement from S.L. Motors (see 
1965 newspaper ad right).  
  
The address was 863 Main Street, in 
Springfield.  There is a new modern 
Toyota dealership at this address 
now

Oregonian Newspaper 1965 
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The 1970’s 
COOTY’S GARAGE 
  
As noted in the previous section, the only authorized dealership in all of Oregon in the ‘70’s was 
Sagner’s Motor Mart which started in 1961 and remained operational until the late ‘70’s.  There were 
however a few independent repair facilities that worked on Citroëns.  One of these was Cooty's 
Garage in Portland which frequently advertised Citroën repair capability. 

Cooty's was run by a man named Paul Nuttal who still lives in the Portland area and was a 
Citroën owner himself.  In the 1970's Cooty’s wanted in on the Citroën repair work in Portland and 
specifically advertised as such.  Cooty's Garage seemed to wind down in the late 1970's.  

Cooty’s operated initially from 8503 SW Terwilliger and later from 2244 E. Burnside, which is now a 
pet food store.  

Google Street View 2018 

Oregonian Newspaper 1974 

1974 NEWSPAPER AD FOR 
COOTY’S (ABOVE) AND 2244 E 

BURNSIDE AS SEEN IN 2018
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The 1980’s and Beyond 
BILL LONSETH 

By the late 1970's, the Citroën scene in Portland was sadly winding down.  Way down.  After Roger 
Sagner's Motor Mart came to an end in about 1980, the only real Citroën support network in all of 
Oregon was from Bill Lonseth.   

Bill was interested in Citroëns from an early age and by the late 1960's, he had landed 
his first automotive job working for a Citroën dealership in the Oregon city of Springfield. The dealership 
was called S.L. Motors, which handled several marques, including Citroën, Peugeot, Renault, 
Studebaker, Mercedes, and Datsun.   

Within a year so of working for S.L. Motors as a parts manager, Bill was asked by Citroën to move to 
Los Angeles to help run the much larger parts department for Citroën LA.   

By about 1974 or so, Bill moved back to Portland to work for Roger Sagner as parts manager.   
  
Throughout these various jobs, Bill's skills dealing with parts books, ordering, and stocking parts for 
cars, especially French cars, was finely honed.  His skills even landed him a job in London for a few 
years.  

Bill was also good at working on cars and so throughout the 1980's, 1990's and early 2000's, he helped 
local Citroën owners repair their cars. If there has been a constant personality in the Oregon 
Citroën scene (after Roger Sagner), it would be Bill Lonseth.  

Bill has now retired from car work but he still lives in Portland and still has Citroëns.   
  
Bill was very gracious to help us prepare this article.

BILL LONSETH ENJOYING A 
BEVERAGE IN THE 1990'S
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CHRIS MIDDLETON’S 1965 DS19 PALLAS, ORIGINALLY SOLD 
FROM SAGNER’S MOTOR MART

We can't help but be a bit disappointed in what has become with the Citroën scene in Oregon. Portland 
in particular had a rich history of the Citroën automobile and got a substantial head start on Seattle, 
Portland's larger neighbor to the north. But there seem to be very few Citroëns left in Oregon.  
  
What has happened to all those cars that were sold by Northwest Light Car, European Motor 
Sales, S.L. Motors, or Sagner's Motor Mart? This author is only aware of one surviving car that has 
Oregon roots; that car is Chris Middleton's 1965 DS19 Pallas.  This car migrated from Oregon to 
Washington and 55 years later it runs great and is safely sitting in Chris's garage in North Seattle.

The 1980’s and Beyond (cont.)
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 
This NWCOC special edition presents a summary of the Citroën dealerships, independent repair 
facilities, and personalities in the State of Oregon over the last 80 years. We would love to have 
feedback about this article, and we would especially like to have any relevant stories or photos. Future 
updates to this article can be found on the following website: SeattleCitroen.net 

We would like to thank the following people for their assistance in the preparation of this article; 
Richard Bonfond, Peter DeBoldt, Stan George, Bill Lonseth, the librarians at the Seattle, Eugene, and 
Springfield Public Libraries, and the wonderful Vintage Portland website.  


